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THE AMERICAN ADVOCATE OF PEACE AND ARBITRATION. 



Perhaps we have not sufficiently esteemed self-interest, 
acting not in a mean and narrowly selfish, but in a broad 
and comprehensive way. 

The great financial institutions which some socialists 
denounce as tyrants and robbers, act precisely as trades- 
unions are urged to act towards each other when there is 
a strike or any other local disaster. The cases are prac- 
tically parallel, though the motives may differ. Now for 
some action not parallel but perpendicular — co-operation 
not by classes and grades of men and interests but also 
by the higher and lower, the institutions and the people, 
the rich and the poor. 

Surely this emergency has taught practically what cer- 
tain philosophers have long seen, viz., that the true in- 
terest of one is the interest of all, and that the interest of 
all is the interest of one. Not to destroy but to save an- 
other is the way to enrich myself. In its largest sense 
and in the long run enlightened self-interest dictates the 
same kind of action as self-denying love. 



WILLIAM LADD AND DEFENSIVE WARS. 

The able writer in the Commonwealth, to whose articles 
we have given so much space, defends none but just wars, 
which he defines as defensive wars. Elihu Burritt wrote 
of William Ladd, who set out upon his advocacy of peace 
with the same belief, " He espoused the cause of peace 
just as thousands of the early friends of temperance did 
that reform. They allowed the moderate and occasional 
use of intoxicating drinks." William Ladd was an ex- 
ample of this. He was not, at first, a total abstainer. 
To be consistent and to maintain his influence, he became 
a teetotaler ; it is said in accordance with the spoken and 
public rebuke to his wine-drinking by a plain speaking 
neighbor. Under pleas of physical necessities and mode- 
ration, it was found that appetite crept in and the mode- 
rate drinker became a drunkard or became the drunkard's 
excuse for tippling. Hence the radical pledge of all 
earnest temperance societies. 

William Ladd found that if he conceded the necessity 
of defensive war, he admitted the righteousness of a. na- 
tional war system ; he must also concede the necessity and 
therefore the praiseworthiness of the suffering that war im- 
plies ; he must give war a moral sanction and thus shield 
its actors and promoters from blame. He saw at once if 
be gave an inch Bonaparte, Frederic and Wellington could 
take an ell. Every great warrior maintains that his wars 
were defensive. Every military government and every 
blustering politician will show the necessity of the war he 
advocates. 

President Polk declared in his proclamation of war that 
" war existed by the act of Mexico." Hence, it was for 
the United States a defensive war. The Unionists main- 
tained, as also did the Confederates, that the Civil War 
was defensive. Such was the position of English states- 
men when they declared war against Russia, or in Egypt 
or the Soudan, and not one of their opponents but was 
thoroughly convinced that he was defending his country, 
its independence and its perpetuity ! The savages on our 
western frontiers would repel with scorn the accusation 
that they were the first aggressors, and our army must, 
of course, " defend " the homes of the settlers. 

Therefore, whatever we may think as to the war-system 
or method, it is plain that if we admit it to be right in 



any case, its advocates will contend that their own case is 
just that one ! 

William Ladd became convinced of these facts and 
opposed all war as contrary to Christianity and therefore 
wrong. 



PHILADELPHIA PEACE MEETINGS. 

A large parlor meeting was held by invitation of Mr. 
Richard Wood November 18th, at his home in Philadel- 
phia to welcome the delegates returned from the London 
Congress. It was addressed by Dr. George Dana Board- 
man and by ministers of the Episcopal, Baptist, Metho- 
dist and Presbyterian churches. The next evening a 
meeting was held at the Twelfth Street meeting-house 
(Friends) for the purpose of uniting the yearly meet- 
ing of Friends of Philadelphia with the other yearly 
meetings of the country in a Peace Association. 

After remarks from a visitor, John Collins spoke at 
some length on the momentous importance of the subject. 
He was followed by John B. Wood, who referred 
especially to the hopefulness of the movement recently 
going on in England under the leadership of the Bishop of 
Durham, with the sympathy of several prominent men on 
the European continent. Samuel Morris gave his 
impressions received as a traveller during his late religious 
service in Germany ; where everything shows the military 
character of the government and of the training of the 
people. One of its evils is the pressing into the army of 
large numbers of young men, throwing an excess of labor, 
in the field as well as in the home, upon the women. 
Charles Brede described his interviews with several lead- 
ing men in Germany, last summer ; the most important 
of whom was Dr. Frommel, a court chaplain. This 
official, while often engaged in religious services with 
soldiers, has been accustomed to preach to them on the 
duty of loving their enemies. Killing them was regarded 
as a necessary fulfilling of duty to their government and 
country. 

Other Friends who spoke, were John H. Dillingham, 
Henry Russell, Richard Cadbury, Jer. Hubbard and 
Richard Wood. Reference was repeatedly and emphati- 
cally made to the urgent necessity of protestation, in the 
name of Christianity, against the proposed expenditure of 
millions of national funds in building coast fortifications 
and increasing the United States Navy. Attention was 
also called to the, growing popularity and expensiveness 
of the National Guard militia system, which now costs 
the State of Pennsylvania $300,000 a year. Girard 
College, the House of Refuge and some others of our 
institutions have the daily drill as a part of the training of 
boys and young men. It is of great importance that edu- 
cation in regard to the evils of war should go on alongside 
of that now initiated as to the evils of intemperance. 

At the conclusion of the meeting, a Committee was 
appointed, consisting of the officers of the meeting, with 
John H. Dillingham, Richard Cadbury, Richard Wood, 
Henry Russell and John Jones ; the duty imposed upon the 
Committee being to appoint, under the authority of this 
meeting, delegates to the Peace Conference of Friends of 
the several Yearly Meetings, to be held Twelfth mo. 9th, 
at Richmond, Indiana ; and to consider the feasibility of 
the organization of a Peace Association of Friends of 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting. 



